CUBA – A DISCOVERY OF JEWISH HERITAGE
Please Join Me on an Extraordinary and Memorable Cultural,
Educational, & Humanitarian Jewish Heritage Tour to Cuba
Havana • Jaimanitas • Cienfuegos • Trinidad • Santa Clara • Remedios • Pinar Del Rio • Cojimar

11 Days: March 23 – April 2, 2014

With Artist/Scholar-In-Residence Joy Katzen-Guthrie
Please join me in this unique, enriching, one-of-a-kind opportunity to explore Cuba’s history, art, architecture, & heritage while
visiting and providing a humanitarian mission to the Jewish communities of Cuba. Hotels, US/Cuba airfare, domestic
transportation within Cuba, most meals, and a schedule of extraordinary activities are included. Round trip from the Tampa
Airport (TPA) is a one-hour-twenty-minute direct flight. We will take supplies and materials to support and benefit the Cuban
Jewish congregations and donate these goods while there, interacting in a truly people-to-people experience. Buildings, streets,
and monuments constructed during Cuba’s 500-year history provide a glimpse into the country’s early development, its colonial
influences, political and religious development since Columbus’ arrival, and 400 years of Spanish rule along with the rich and
varied Jewish history of the island. We’ll view the architecture, visit museums, artist studios and workshops, experience a range
of music, walk through historic Jewish districts, join two of Havana’s active Jewish communities for Shabbat and Shabbat meals,
and visit the Holocaust Memorials of Havana and Santa Clara. We’ll visit spectacular landscapes and World Heritage Sites,
including Pinar Del Rio, Cienfuegos, Valle de los Ingenios, Trinidad, Santa Clara, and Remedios. We’ll discover so much more
in our stay at the renowned 5-star Hotel Nacional and the restored 4-star Modernist Jagua Hotel of Cienfuegos.

Joy Katzen-Guthrie

Tour Cost: $4,095
Based on group of 25 travelers
Single Supplement $495

Tour price includes:
RT Flight Tampa-Havana
All transfers per program itinerary
10 Nights 5-star/4-star accommodation
All Transportation within Cuba
10 Breakfasts, 7 Dinners, 6 Lunches
Cuban Tour Guide/Driver and
Tour Artist/Scholar-in-Residence
All entrances & fees per itinerary
Visa/License/Security Fees
Donation for Cuba Jewish Communities

Does not include:
Optional Travel Insurance
Tips (recommended $8/day)
Meals not noted as included
Personal items drinks, phone calls, etc.
Roundtrip Check-in Bag Fee ($20)
$25 Cuba Air Departure Fee (cash)

Contact:
Carol Evans

ULTIMATE GROUP TOURS
5153 A Salmon Drive, S.E. St.
Petersburg, FL 33705
carol.ultimategrouptours@live.com

727-826-0001

Day 1 - SUNDAY (March 23, 2014) - TAMPA TO HAVANA (D)
2 PM - Arrive Tampa International Airport. 5 PM Depart Tampa to Havana. Arrive at
Havana Airport @6:20 PM. Transfer to 5-star Hotel Nacional. This is a good time for
currency exchange. You will purchase all goods with CUC’s (Cuban Convertible Pesos).
USD can be exchanged at hotels. No US credit cards or US travelers cheques are accepted.
We tour this historic hotel which since 1930 has been frequented by famous and notorious, celebrity,
business elite, politician, military officer, and diplomat alike. The hotel is in the center of the
city’s activity and exhibits an eclectic Art Deco architectural style with Arabic, Hispano-Moorish, neo-classical
and neo-colonial elements and rooms in their original Art Deco decor, making it one of the most distinctive
hotels in the Caribbean. Welcome Cocktail at Hotel Nacional, followed by dinner at the Comedor de Aguiar,
the luxury restaurant in our hotel. The Havana Malecón (seaside promenade) is a few minutes’ walk from our
hotel. Take a stroll after dinner to enjoy the music, activity, and locals.
Day 2 - MONDAY (March 24, 2014) - HAVANA-JAIMANITAS (B, L) Breakfast at hotel. This morning
begins with a walking tour through the historic UNESCO Jewish Havana district and Acosta Street with its
restored orthodox Adath Israel Synagogue, Menorah courtyard, ornate Hotel Raquel, the Jewish residential
Belen Neighborhood, plus Cuba’s only Kosher butcher shop. Lunch is included. We’ll see the Plaza de la
Revolution with its memorial statue of José Marti, hero of Cuba’s late 19th century revolution against the
Spanish, and the Museum of the Revolution with its noted national relics. We’ll visit the renowned Maqueta
de la Habana (Havana model), a nearly 1550 sq. ft. model of the city that can be viewed by walking around it
at floor level and from a balcony above. This afternoon we’ll bus 8 miles to the quaint fishing town of
Jaimanitas to visit The Caribbean Picasso, José Rodriguez Fuster, who specializes in whimsical ceramics,
painting, drawing, engraving, and graphic design. In addition to creating his stunning open air workshop-gallery
at his home, Fuster has rebuilt and decorated more than 80 houses in Jaimanitas, making the entire town a work
of public art. We’ll see his spectacular murals and ceramics, his Chess Park with its giant boards and tables, The
Artists’ Wall composed of a quilt of dozens of tiles signed and donated by other Cuban artists, his Doctor’s
Surgical Center and other buildings that display his one-of-a-kind creativity. Dinner on your own (not included).
In the evening we’ll attend the spectacular La Parisien Show at our hotel.
Day 3 - TUESDAY (March 25, 2014) - HAVANA-CIENFUEGOS (B, L, D) Breakfast at Hotel. Check out of
the Hotel Nacional (but we’ll return in several days, so extra luggage may be safely stored for your return) for a
4-hour drive to Cienfuegos, a charming city originally settled by French immigrants in the early 19th century. It
is today one of Cuba’s chief seaports, a center of sugar, coffee, and tobacco trade. Lunch at the stunning and
ornate Palacio de Valle Restaurant and Historical Monument, a Spanish-Moorish-Gothic architectural jewel. A
visit to the Cienfuegos Historic Center and Parque Jose Marti with its statues, plants, shops, and city hall. El
Bulevar, the central boulevard, wends its way by historic buildings and is a center of activity. The 18th century
Cathedral de Cienfuegos with neo-classical front, red bell towers, arched doors and splendid French stained
glass is a must-see. The Tomás Terry Theatre National Monument, a beautifully preserved neoclassical
luxury theatre house with portico of mosaics, 4 levels, ornate ceiling, paintings, portraits, and statues. The
Cienfuegos Malecón sea drive/promenade cuts along this natural bay and exquisite vista. In the evening, it
comes to life with music and activity of every kind: walk here or to the City Center in minutes from our hotel.

The Cementerio La Reina, a stunning cemetery founded in 1837, is famous for its stone garden filled with baroque architecture and neo-classical tombstones and
statues made entirely of imported carrara marble. We’ll hear and interact with the Cantores de Cienfuegos Youth Choir and check in at the 4-star Jagua Hotel,
enjoying dinner in the hotel. This Modernist 50’s-era hotel, one of Cuba’s best known, recently underwent a renovation for which it received the National Award for
Restoration of Monuments. Its pool deck overhangs the bay with one of the most beautiful ocean landscapes in the Caribbean.
Day 4 - WEDNESDAY (March 26, 2014) - TRINIDAD-CIENFUEGOS (B, L, D) Breakfast at Hotel. One-hour excursion to Trinidad, a breathtaking and deeply
rich historical region founded 1514, the third Spanish settlement in Cuba, one of the finest-preserved colonial cities in the world and a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Walk the Playa del Mayor, the charming historic centre of town. Explore significant colonial landmarks such as the Iglesia Parraquial de la Santisima (Church of the
Holy Trinity—a focal point of the city and Cuba’s largest church) and Brunet Palace of 1812, which houses the stunning Romantic Museum’s impeccably preserved
porcelain, glass, paintings, ceramics, and decorative furniture that belonged to the nobility. Trinidad is renowned for ceramic works, a craft passed from generation to
generation by the most skilled and famous artist families. Visit a ceramic artist workshop and have lunch at the El Jigue Restaurant—a charming, airy, and elegant

colonial house a block from the Plaza. Tour the Valle de los Ingenios, the Valley of the Sugar Mills, which served as a center of sugar production for a century. Its
panoramic views and astounding history have earned it the title of UNESCO World Heritage Site. Once, more than 60 mills operated here with some 30,000 slaves
working the plantations. We visit one of the 12 remaining mills, learn of the history of the valley, and close the afternoon with a visit to Manaca Iznaga, a Spanish
colonial 7-story observation tower built in 1816. We return to Cienfuegos and dinner at Club Cienfuegos on the bayfront overlooking the marina. Sunset here is
described as one of the most magnificent in Cuba. Overnight at Jagua Hotel.
Day 5 - THURSDAY (March 27, 2014) - SANTA CLARA-REMEDIOS-HAVANA (B, L) Breakfast at Hotel. One-hour bus drive to Santa Clara, the capital city of
its province and an important historical region of Cuba. Founded in 1689, this city has for centuries been a home of Cuban rebels and was the last battle in the Cuban
Revolution in late 1958, led by Che Guevara. We are here to experience the beautiful parks and historic buildings as well as the Sephardic Jewish Community,
Comunidad Tikkun Olam, its synagogue Or Hadash in the city center, and its Holocaust Memorial. Visit the 1885 Teatro de la Cariad, one of Cuba’s most famous
and host to individuals of world renown such as Enrico Caruso. It and the Parque Vidal are National Monuments. Visit Marta Abreu de Estevez University and hear
of Santa Clara’s rich history, then continue some 30 miles east to the quiet coastal city of Remedios, eighth oldest city in Cuba (founded 1514) and described as a quaint,
hidden gem. Lunch at Hotel Mascotte, a charming historic hotel on the main square. The central area of Remedios is a collection of gorgeous monuments and colonial
buildings, including the oldest church in Cuba, The Iglesia Parroquial Mayor San Juan Bautista (built 1692 on the foundation of an earlier church constructed in
1570) with its ornate ceiling and breathtaking gold-leaf cedar altars. The gold was hidden for centuries under white paint to keep it safe from pirates who constantly
besieged this city. When renovation began in 1944, the gold was rediscovered. Remedios also contains a fascinating smaller-scale replica of the Statue of Liberty known
as the Liberty Statue of Remedios constructed in marble from the quarry of Carrara, Italy by Italian sculptor Carlo Nicoli. It was dedicated to Cubans who lost their
lives during the War of Cuban Independence from Spain. We return to Havana and check back in to the Hotel Nacional. Dinner at leisure (not included).
Day 6 - FRIDAY (March 28, 2014) - HAVANA (B, D) Breakfast at Hotel. Tour Havana’s commercial center, the Vedado Neighborhood—the vibrant downtown and
residential district outside our hotel. Possibly see a popular morning activity, Hebrew school classes for children and adults. View Vedado’s avenues and mansions from
the 1920’s such as Museo de Artes Decorativas and Casa de la Amistad. See Havana University and Colón Cemetery (purportedly Christopher Columbus’ resting
place). Lunch on your own (not included). Visit the Plaza de la Revolution with its memorial statue of José Marti, hero of Cuba’s late 19th century revolution against
the Spanish, and the Museum of the Revolution with its noted national relics. Experience a local Cuban jazz or folk performance and visit both Jewish cemeteries
(Ashkenazi/Sephardic) in Guanabacoa containing the first Holocaust Memorials in the western hemisphere, erected in 1947. Return to the hotel by about 4:00 PM to
prepare for Shabbat (Sunset is 7:44 PM). Tonight’s Kabbalat Shabbat services and dinner with Temple Beth Shalom (El Patronato Synagogue - conservative)
allow us to meet members of Havana’s Jewish community. We will deliver donations of goods to this community. Return to our hotel. NOTE: Our hotel is not within
walking distance of active synagogues. Bus transportation will be provided for those who desire to join the Jewish communities on Friday night and Saturday.
Day 7 - SATURDAY (March 29, 2014) - HAVANA (B, L, D) Hotel Breakfast. As you desire, attend Shabbat morning service and Kiddish Lunch at the Centro
Hebreo Sefardi de Cuba (conservative). We will deliver donations of goods to this community. Free afternoon relaxing, walking along the Malecón, or other
sightseeing. Dinner at La Barraca, the Hotel Nacional’s open-air seaside restaurant with its stunning view. We share our own Havdalah service at sunset.
Day 8 - SUNDAY (March 30, 2014) - PINAR DEL RIO (B, L) Breakfast at Hotel. Today’s day trip to the island’s westernmost region, Pinar del Rio, brings us to
what many describe as the most beautiful province of Cuba with its majestic mountain ranges. Tobacco is the main crop here and is world renowned, so our day includes
a visit to a tobacco plantation. We’ll also explore the environmentally conscious “Las Terrazas” project, a community of nearly 1,000 residents in a picturesque village
winding along the terraces overlooking a lake created by the San Juan River Dam. The primary work here is reforestation to cure severe deforestation from 19th century
colonial coffee plantation owners, which led to destruction of the ecosystem, degradation of the land, and poverty for the locals. Now an official UNESCO Biosphere
Reserve, the Las Terrazas project serves as world model. We’ll see local and historic sites, visit with the people, lunch at Casa del Campedino Restaurant, and in late
day return to Havana to our hotel. Dinner on your own (not included).
Day 9 - MONDAY (March 31, 2014)- HAVANA-COJIMAR (B, D) Breakfast at Hotel. Today’s “Hemingway Day” includes Hemingway’s home, Finca Vigia, and
lunch at Las Terrazas in the fishing village of Cojimar, which inspired Hemingway’s Old Man and the Sea. An architect guides us through Old Havana’s historic
areas, including Plaza de Armas, San Francisco Square and Church, Museum of the City (the former Governor’s Palace), La Fuerza Castle (with an explanation of
the city’s historic defensive system) and Obispo and Mercaderes Streets. Of all the city’s castles, La Fuerza is the strongest and most formidable. It was built by
Hernando de Soto before his discovery of the Mississippi River and is the oldest fort in the New World. Lunch on your own (not included) After lunch, visit the Centro
Cultural Almacenes (Artisans Market) of San José and interact with local artisans. We finish day with a cocktail at Hemingway’s favorite bar, El Floridita and an
evening dinner in the Vedado District near our hotel at Café Laurent, a family-run restaurant on a residential rooftop noted for its views, ambiance, and distinctive food.
Day 10 - TUESDAY (April 1, 2014) - HAVANA (B, D) Breakfast at Hotel. Visit the Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes de la Habana (Museum of Fine Arts of
Havana), to see its Cuban Arts collection, with an extensive display of Cuban paintings spanning the 17th century to the latest generation of Cuban artists, including
landscape, religious subjects, and Cuban life. Afterward, we’ll visit artist workshops in the picturesque Old City of Havana. Lunch (not included) and free afternoon
will be at your leisure. Dinner this evening is at Divina Pastora, known for its unique and stunning view over Havana Bay and the city from the veranda, along with its
intimacy and fine food. After dinner, we visit La Cabaña Fortress for the exciting, colorful 9 PM Cannon Ceremony, in which soldiers dressed in 18th century
uniform fire a cannon over Havana bay in a historical reconstruction dating to colonial times. We return to our hotel for our final night.
Day 11 - WEDNESDAY (April 2, 2014) - HAVANA-TAMPA (B) Hotel Breakfast. Havana is birthplace of the world’s finest cigars, and our visit to a Havana Cigar
Factory is a world of history, craft, and senses unto itself. Then we stop at Sloppy Joe’s Bar for a quick lunch of tapas or sandwiches (not included) and photograph this
restaurant, just restored and reopened in April 2013 after 48 years closed. Founded in 1918, Sloppy Joe’s was a former hangout of American tourists and the rich and
famous—including John Wayne, Spencer Tracy, Errol Flynn, Frank Sinatra, Ava Gardner, Rock Hudson, Babe Ruth, Nat King Cole, and Clark Gable—before the
revolution. A frequent patron was Ernest Hemingway. Joy’s parents had a honeymoon photo taken here and perhaps you may have souvenir family photos similar to the
one pictured to the right. And here’s a tidbit of history: the bar’s name was inspired by its famous sandwich, the ropa vieja, meaning “old clothes.” This messy sandwich
contained shredded or ground steak in a tangy tomato-based sauce and was called a Sloppy Joe after the nickname of the owner José. Following the Cuban revolution in
1959, the bar was nationalized, then closed and abandoned in 1965. Now after a 3-year restoration it is again open, brought back exactly as it was—including its famous
long black mahogany bar that you can see in the 1959 British film, Our Man in Havana, starring Alec Guinness and Maureen O’Hara. We transfer at 1 PM to Havana
International Airport for our return flight to Tampa at 3:10 PM. You must have 25 Cuban Pesos departure tax (=$25 USD) at check-in. Arrive in Tampa at @4:30 PM.
TERMS: Deposit of $500 due no later than October 23, 2013, one-half of which is refundable up until 60 days prior to departure. Please do not wait to reserve your
space—Reserve IMMEDIATELY. Full payment due 60 days prior to departure, January 23, 2014 and is non-refundable. Cash/Check/Money Order accepted. All
major credit cards accepted with 3% fee except AMEX, which is a 4% fee. Call Carol at 727-826-0001 with credit card information. You must have a current passport
that does not expire within 6 months of your return. Our Humanitarian Mission is to bring donations to the Jewish community: prayer shawls, yarmulkes, menorahs,
candles, tefillin, prayer texts (Hebrew/Spanish), CD’s, Shabbat/Havdalah/Hanukkah candles, books, coloring books, crayons, chalk, toys/games, clothing, art supplies,
musical instruments, guitar strings, pens/paper, soap, toothpaste, toiletries, makeup, thermometers, gloves, shoes, Spanish/English dictionaries, medicines like aspirin,
ibuprofen, antibiotic cream, band-aids, vitamins, sheets and towels, sponges, and cash donations. These items are not easily attainable to the residents of Cuba.

Don’t Miss this Extraordinary Opportunity to Travel with Joy! Call or E-mail Carol Evans Today!
Ultimate Group Tours: St. Petersburg, Florida • 727-826-0001 • carol.ultimategrouptours@live.com
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Cultural & Humanitarian Jewish Heritage Tour to Cuba
Led by Joy Katzen-Guthrie
MARCH 23—APRIL 2, 2014
$4,095 for Double Occupancy; $495 Single Supplement

NAME:

(Legal Name: Same as on your passport which must not expire until at least 6 months after
departure from Cuba). Please print.:

First___________________________Middle________________Last___________________________________
Male_______ Female________

Date of Birth: ____________________

Home Address:______________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________ State: ____________Zip: ______________
Ph: Home: _____________________________________ Cell: ________________________________________
Business:________________________________
Email: (Required) ____________________________________________________________________________
(Important info. will be sent to you via Email)

Passport No:__________________________________________________

Expiration Date:_____________

Country of Origin if not U.S. _______________________________________________
Rooming preference:
My roommate will be:______________________________________________________
Help me find a roommate ______ I want a private room______ (Add $495 to final payment)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mail this entire form including signed portion of the Terms of Agreement below with your
$500 deposit in the form of a check made out to Rama Tours no later than October 21, 2013
It’s important to get registration and deposit in ASAP to secure your registration. Mail to:

Carol Evans
Ultimate Group Travel
5153 A Salmon Dr SE
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
! See Itinerary for all that is covered in the price and what is not included.
! Final payment balance will be due 1/23/2014 in the amount of $3,595 (+ $495
if you need a private room). Payments may be made by check, money order, or
credit card (3% charge for Visa, Master Card, or Discover; 4% for AMEX
! Trip cancellation insurance is highly recommended. Call Rama Tours 773/2057903 X1 or you may purchase on your own. If you need pre-existing medical
coverage, it must be purchased within 14 days of paying your deposit.
! For Questions or Information Contact: Carol Evans (727) 826-0001
Carol.UltimateGroupTours@live.com

TERMS OF AGREEMENT

Cultural & Humanitarian Jewish Heritage Tour to Cuba
Led by Joy Katzen-Guthrie
Havana – Jaimanitas - Cienfuegos – Trinidad
Santa Clara - Remedios – Pinar del Rio - Cojimar
March 23- April 2, 2014
Price of trip and what is included:
$4,095 per person, based on double occupancy; $495 additional for single room supplement.
Your deposit and access to the tour will be in the form of a $500 deposit check written to
Ultimate Group Travel.
Your Trip includes: Roundtrip airfare from the Tampa airport to Havana; lodging in deluxe hotels
while in Cuba; in-country ground transportation by bus; meals where indicated; all entry fees to
sites listed in the itinerary; prearranged People-to-People meetings and English speaking guides.
Payment and Cancellation Policy: Deposit payments of $500 for the trip are due no later than
October 23, 2013 and can be paid by check or money order made out to Rama Travel and mailed
to Carol Evans/Ultimate Group Tours/5153 A Salmon Dr SE/St. Petersburg, FL 33705. The
completed Registration form and signed Terms of Agreement must be submitted with the deposit
which will confirm your place on the trip, as long as the maximum number of participants has not
already been reached (approx. 30). One-half of your deposit will be refunded up until 60 days
before departure. All cancellations must be in writing to Ultimate Group Travel and Joy KatzenGuthrie.
Your final balance payment of $3,595 will be due no later than January 23, 2014. If you
desire a Private room, please add $495 to your final payment. Final payment may also be
completed by credit card: Visa, MasterCard, and Discover with a 3% additional charge; AMEX with
a 4% additional charge.
If for any reason necessary, Ultimate Group Tours and Rama Travel must cancel this trip, you will
receive a full refund of all payments made, less a $100 administrative fee. (We strongly
recommend Travel Insurance).
Travel to Cuba:
A valid passport and Cuban Visa card is required and the expiration date of your passport must
be valid for at least an additional 6 months after your date of departure from Cuba. Your Visa Fee
is included in the trip price and it will be issued to you well before your departure.
Health and Medical Issues:
We welcome all travelers on this special journey to Cuba. However, we request that you be in
good health, as there will be a reasonable amount of walking on cobblestones and some climbing
of steps. You must be able to get on and off motor coaches on your own. Should you not be able
to participate in all elements of the itinerary, neither Ultimate Group Tours or Rama Travel accept
responsibility for any unused portion of the trip.
Pre-departure Information:
After reserving your space you will receive any information you may need for your upcoming trip.
Approximately two weeks prior to departure, you will receive a final document of Cuba contact
information that we recommend you can give to friends and or relatives and carry with you when
you travel to Cuba.

Liability Waiver and Acceptance of Risk:
Ultimate Group Tours and Rama Travel/or its agents act only as agents for the various companies
and airlines and assumes no responsibility or liability concerning their actions. The undersigned
releases and holds harmless Ultimate Group Tours and Rama Travel, in connection with the
service of any aircraft, motor coach or other conveyances which may be used, either wholly or in
part, in the performance of its duty to the passenger. Ultimate Group Tours and Rama Travel are
not responsible for any act, error, or omission, or any injury, loss, accident, delay or irregularity
which may be occasioned by reason of any defect in a vehicle or through the neglect or default of
any company or person engaged in carrying out the purpose for which tickets or coupons are
issued. The published trip itinerary is the intended plan of tour implementation. In the event,
that it becomes necessary or advisable for the comfort or well being of the passengers, or for any
reason whatsoever, to alter the itinerary or arrangements, such alterations may be made and
Ultimate Group Tours and Rama Travel shall be held harmless. If the itinerary or arrangements
must be altered, any additional expenses shall be borne by the passengers. Ultimate Group Tours
and Rama Travel reserve the right to cancel any or all trips should conditions warrant. Ultimate
Group Tours and Rama Travel assume no responsibility for lost tickets or coupons and are not
responsible for any loss or damage to the applicant because of any act of terrorism or other “acts
of God”, or any action taken by any third party such as an airline because of concerns regarding
potential terrorism.
Trip Insurance:

To ensure your travel investment, and to protect yourself in case of any accident, medical
emergency, travel delay or interruption, Ultimate Group Tours and Rama Travel strongly
recommend that you obtain traveler’s insurance prior to departure. It is affordable and it will
reimburse you directly should any event keep you from traveling or unavoidable/ unexpected
circumstances interfere with your travel.
By signing the Ultimate Group Tours and Rama Travel Terms of Agreement and remitting
payment, the applicant acknowledges that he/she has read all of the documents provided,
including the above listed Payment and Cancellation Policy, Trip Insurance Notification and the
Liability Waiver and Acceptance of Risk statement, and agrees to the terms set forth therein.

NAME: (please print)
___________________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE:
__________________________________________________________________DATE:____________________

